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DESIGN PRINCIPLES

1.1 Introduction
This sets out the proposed 10 year Masterplan for Marist Catholic 
School Herne Bay, with design principles that refl ect the School’s 
vision while allowing for future growth. 

This masterplan is represented through a high level concept design, 
precedent images and text that look to communicate the principles of 
the design.

The masterplan has been separated into smaller isolated areas that 
they can categorized in terms of importance and cost, and a frame 
work set up to prioritise works into the future

Design Principles

The over arching objectives for the Masterplan are to:

• Create a connected open space network that works with the site 
topography and existing building positions. Establish an east-
west cross-site linkage 

• Provide a welcoming entry to the school that refl ects values and 
teaching

• Retain established site amenities where areas are performing 
well

• Reinvigorate left-over spaces to enhances diverse opportunities 
for play and connecting with nature.

• Provide a shaded yet open multiuse central courtyard with 
a higher amenity value to welcome and connect the school 
community.

• Design interventions that are low cost, low maintenance and 
robust to reduce life cost and maintenance requirements

The design seeks to create open spaces that will be enjoyed, 
frequently used and well-loved by the school community.  The 
spaces are to be legible, multi- functional, interconnected while 
promoting student engagement and enrichment across the site.

The School is not large in size and any future buildings should look 
to be designed to maximise vertical space so as to not jeopardise 
the school courtyard or open fi eld spaces.

The fi elds and surrounding play areas serve as a focal point for 
the school and off er the opportunity for more active types of play. 
A playground and hard courtyard area also exist. The Masterplan 
focuses on leftover spaces that allow for informal “wild play” and 
educational learning spaces such as orchards and children’s planting 
areas. 

Selected plant species are a mix of native and exotic for their 
preferable forms, colour and hardiness.
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1.  DRIVEWAY
Further enhancement of children’s existing wild play in this 
area is encouraged. Small interventions like log or stone 
seating areas could be incorporated into existing worn 
areas, with stepping stones and deliberate planting located 
to encourage a route along this space.

2. GRASSED BANK
An amphitheatre type seating area is proposed in two 
spots along the bank, where the slope can be utilised for 
seating or outdoor teaching spaces. This will also help to 
provide a safe access between the driveway and fi eld. 

3. NATURAL PLAY AREA
This area is currently working well and provides a diff erent 
option for play within the school. Additional equipment 
can be incorporated to further extend the challenge and 
interest in this area.

1. 2. 

3. 
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1.  

2.  

2.  

3.  
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4.  ENTRY
Welcoming entry area. Due to the steep topography of the 
site, a cluttered and imposing entry has developed, so this 
design seeks to open up the area, providing a beautiful 
and welcoming face to the school community. This area 
should have a more connected and pedestrian friendly 
focus. The proposed design removes one side of the ramp 
and uses a new longer ramp to create a seating area. 
The removed ramp area is returned to lawn, providing 
less visual clutter and creating a focus to the repositioned 
statue of Mary. Colour entry planting is proposed to 
help hide many of the height changes and provided a 
welcoming and sensory approach into the admin building. 
Existing stairs have been left to keep costs down. 

5. PRAYER GARDEN
A new prayer garden under the existing tree is proposed 
in this quiet location, surrounded by sensory planting and 
focused on the realigned statue of Mary.

6. PARENT SEATING
The ramp realignment provides a lower courtyard where 
the school community can gather and meet.

7. FOOTPATH PARKING
Pedestrian priority is created by extending the existing 
footpath through to the entry steps. This is achieved by 
turning all carparks into parallel parking (reduces number).

8. CONNECTIONS
The new entry area and school hall are better connected 
to the class courtyard via a path widening and 
realignment. By removing the stairs parents with prams 
will be able to access the classrooms through a more 
direct route.

9. HALL EXTENSION
If and when the hall is extended, a covered deck area is 
recommended to provide a multiuse area and increase the 
capacity of the hall as well as the connection between the 
entry/hall and fi elds

6. 

4. 5. 
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10.  GROUND GAMES
This area currently has existing ground games but could 
be improved at low cost to provide more options, colours 
and create a livelier space behind the building. The area 
needs to remain as a hard fl at surface for disabled parking 
and access.

11. CHILDREN’S GARDEN
This area could be developed into a sensory/children’s 
garden where art works by students could be displayed 
and rotated throughout the year. The design and creation 
of this space could be included as classroom learning 
opportunities. 

12. PLAYGROUND
The existing playground is currently located in a good 
place and we would suggest looking at replacing this 
towards the end of the ten years. When a new playground 
is needed, we would suggest using a wetpour rubber 
surface and designing playable topography that would 
better connect the playground to surrounding levels 
without requiring a retaining border.

13. SANDPIT/GARDEN AREA
This sunny entry spot could be developed as a garden 
maze or sandpit area providing more diverse play options 
within the school.

14. BALL WALL
Always popular and currently working we have allowed for 
the wall to continue being used in the new design.

11 10 
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13 



12  Marist Catholic School Herne Bay Masterplan  

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

15.  COURTYARD
The courtyard area is a central connecting space for all 
the school classrooms. 

We have designed this area to retain the visual 
connections through the space, while at the same time 
proposing a surface change to decrease the heat within 
the courtyard and improve the amenity and useability of 
the space with a central artifi cial grass area. This can 
include a court area if desired. 

Fixed umbrellas are proposed as shade options for 
the area that can be lowered or raised as required. 
Alternatively these could be replaced with trees if desired 
if required. 

The location of these vertical elements are not only to 
give much needed shade, but also help defi ne the spaces 
within the courtyard area. 

15 A 15  
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16. CHILDREN’S GARDENING
This area could utilised to teach children about growing 
food and gardening. A series of classroom gardens, a 
small shed, potting and compost area could be developed. 

17. ORCHARD
This area is hard to supervise and will be looked down 
upon from classrooms above. A school orchard could be 
set up here and fenced off  if required.

18. OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
The level change from the upper courtyard to the lower 
grass area could be used to provide all classes with a 
terraced outdoor teaching area that could also be utilised 
for eating lunch during break times.

19. BEES/HENS
This back section of the school could explore food 
production further with bees or hens etc. The area could 
also be fenced of if required.

20. ENTRY GATE
We have noted that some areas are hard to get to for 
maintenance. If the new haul road is to remain past the 
building of the new classroom block, it could be utilised 
to provide occasional wheeled maintenance access. This 
would need permission of adjacent fi eld owners, and then 
require double entry gates in two locations. 

16. 17 

19 
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Planting examples

Dietes bicolour creeping pohuehuepanakenake Coprosma repens prostrata nikau

wharawhara Phormium ‘Platt’s Blackhoropito mikoikoiChionochloa fl avicans

Phormium “Dazzler”+ wharariki rengarenga Hebe ‘Wiri Mist’Star Jasmine

DaylilliesLavander

Calendula DaphneDwarf Acer Dietes grandifl oraAbutilon

Clivia miniataCistusCarpet roses



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ENZ ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


